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Manitoba’s Red River
Settlement:

Manuscript Sources for
Economic and Demographic
History

Bu Dl as Sesann b asly Ko st n bRy

v s porssible Uit the Tustis o vhe Boed River Settlement s ghse imaal g by
decamented of all proprctany volomes o b nghisheolemal oxypeience Nervasving
Hedson®s Has Company pipers document medas wunl emplos anends and expendi-
v, Lol allagmenes, Gimd e wned 1he growth of popolation. Many ciureh
roainters Bave alve soeseed asa revoend of puarceges, baprisios sad buenoads Bul
this s ot abl A vist iwmoont of adhdnwmal ifarmation oo e same families wis
generated by the Capmdian poves nmcat alter the eanster of Roperds Land Trem
the Hudsan's Bav Company (EBCY to Canada, The poversment condocled o
fell-scude comsus of Mateba o IETL amd Gater, e same popukanion wies
enwmerated i secend e B geneibosical purposes. Iooabl, tere ane sis oagor
EOUpy o manuscopt maderadls s el revorad amest ol The sigmlkcant eaenis
conerg nearh every Boweehold i e baents Alonr panshes ol tle settlenwent
ibe purpose wf this short paper e te dewnibe cich group of docamends and to
outhine methods bt the autbaaes are carentls using W bde coch e al mtor-
imanien baoindividual hemselosdd, aed e Tink Beogseivelds gofoss gencrielions,

A SOURCES
HUENS HAY COPEANY TR0 AW ST R Gl ] Bs

Cenerally speuking, there were 1w glisawes of persos s plosed By the Hudsan'™s
Hi Company . One pronp coosetod ol Tow canh g conplos ees ahs woore hared ra
perloermy s apeci i Lesk o Pe v o prlebed nevese ey fusasally thee summer ol e
Tiscal yeard OF thes ereap the “topoicar, serw hotle s hnaw p There ane seatiered
relerences o von respeade iy e ol sweestonal st i the avcvunn boaks of
particular posts But ne msler Istoor sgeeder al sl el cpleos ed
Libwitapers wan manmtaged boatamate i detatled eniplos moent recds were bept
o Lhe sevod cateen s ok Hadson’s Bas Commpuny eimploaces, the Officers and
Bervante work e b a peod oF 1 et oo comiplere Ol vean nrcef ansher
the hopd ol o contrint betseen Thenselves amd abe compans 1w anaaal
Abatiagel o Sersans ccerded the mmoaetars ablgranons ol e lerm be such
emplovess, Pecsamal olabg swas ciieied e onsbier Jedeer, e Fogaeennent
Wegister, Nortlwen Depatiment
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Phere are three valnmes o Fogiipeanent Begetera, cogh prasades an alplia-
betizad Disl o emiplosges an the chevmdugical vrder ol then cngage e e
vedangte corvers the poerwed Bont TR the I3 volurme v rans 1o e 157U
verime Thres Conuams some coires I e recent s ds the [0, A vomplete
entiy ey the cmplovee’s name. T ape an the tne ol gasploy e, parish ol
hirth. accupistion or -tk phce amd date ol cmplos ment, wipy ol servce. daie
and place of dischurge aned annuel wages Tor Lhe permnd tisber contract. The
relesanee of the Frgagement Register o he ltary ol the Bed Hinver £alony
that they provvide o i ly complete recond ol the orgmes af settlers s he gt
to Bouapeet™s Lire by s ol enpdus inent soh the Huds s Ba Coenguae L,
votey number IS shows that Samucl Teish, Toom samlsocd, caratled as o
Lboper an the €0k ney fsluods me 15355 e sersed i this wapascils lor Eive Luars
carmieng D07 poe Tuo contracts Lier, Bas s sersimge as a cpenl aatlh abnges
ey b sturiing silaes Phen D eash retited oot seevwee sn $85800 % the bas
cediamn sugpests, be seltled o0 Red oo

Amother use ot the Engagement Begster st docanaent e celatve mipaet-
wee ol the colons as @ source of Liboa for the campan Fitis 1039, o
crariple. shoswes thiet Bapdiste Lepane, bon oo Red Rpvgr o [0, served s oo
tmipinan n along succession ol contracts il relatin el hugh wages, be caried more
fog b services as i ode thaen Leash mode workimg as g carpentes [t selise,
the labour regruicesd breally was salwed as highls as that amprarted Troes b

DD RS ACL L ST

Nactalhy. it would be pacful (o know hos he Tepirtes aml | eashs disposedd ol
therr curnings, Unfomanatety, this o ioppeadhle o deteromne moail cises: hut.
wppraxunately one third * o the haselolders i the Bed R Scenlement pent
o Lirge paartion al ther meemes terongh L voirtapans Phe detded vevornds vl b
tramsanclioms of Uhese setrlers have surviced !

Consider, Tor chample, the cise ol Lonepl Bard . Buel s evcanat Tor dic period
Doy 1 ofume 1845 10 11 M TR0 the "0t or Discid sean i eproduced bere-
with. Nedice, sl dlen the entrics wre oot diore than guanmtimes of credd B
efaginst the persodin whse name the accaunt s held Dosepl Bieds i thas
witwe Negutive credits appear i the DetatfdHrcolumn Postne credits e innhe
setelenrs Tyvewr, Sioee Ty temd 10 clead e account. thes appear i the Uaedi
AU cobnnt, Ty theoscise, Do caioesoabicamend watbdaasala ot e ecceimi
and Coredins record depasits. Adse onde thal setidsoasds g proaced wat de
wornd o iemd the ke wornd (B gees wath gl deposiis Soame colngs wlnch ane
cantend XU May ar ] Jone are special wives 4 Lo Cas i entry e e e lat codiinm
dateek Tl wan signds wodebal vaned eser drem the pocecd mg fiacal wein
Camersely s THY Caslenbes oo the sase diante in e Ceed i codusmircan igoi o
Bakinee ul vredils s kol of waviags vonned et T L st e B tie aame
|1I!HL'_ a e Casdr R R thae [lchar valigpa o 11 A J.H-{jjU\ M 4 b7 the
st et b reshironiumiae o 1 dane asalH Casd T A begocnes Do
Cish™ o 1 e me thie arbavguemi v
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Ibe Bt aecoent doe IR35-d6, bomeser, sl i aeitler whee carmed neither a
detici mo i surplus frenm one vear oo nle pest o anade By e cash withidrawoals
wialhng 30 berseen Avest and Soevember O M Deceember, his hogsehold
was Clareed L35 approsanatvlyy Lo s A the sime towe, Bird s
credutedd warly s laonle evoee than £ 30 Tor fuis ha oy press ided Breghnng service
berween the Red Kicer Colory and York Focters Dl diere another serwes o
withdiaswals  wcludmg L7 credit pand by doseph Sudherband through the ¥ EC
The Bl Limuly porchised addibwemal suedrivs o Sspnl and Josepl made one
Last vashowathwdrawa] far 4 5 Theno s antwipateon of G end of the Chet i, Hard
balutwed los aceount by depositieg o bimd ab money order: Hills Recenahle SNo.
82 (the Balls Kecersable ledger will andhcare the numie of the peron s st s base
accoun! the cheygue v drawn)

Clocasoonall, there are oy e transacions g moach ineer sun,
Alatr, o owganaoen, the aveonanl cosers st o tew shillinges, FFor imdanee, o ihe
Joseph Bird sccount there rnght lane been ot b Lepine smount transdes red”
entrs. Doy ko the 'L one frads g Ambtoaee Lepie and this eredin: "By
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Josepls Hird, tor coting Direwaad™. On the withdrawal ade, Lopme™s dems ol
ehpenditure are disted. Onen. the smaller B amount. Uhe more devuled 1 -
vomhinge of the purchases, Thus, the Settler™s Accounts provade a geefud
indwatien ul the wis secount hoblers curned aad spem thear mcones

HE D~ Bay Coval®yy £ asl w Kl 41 %y

Moomatter hew detwled the Accounts or the Engugement Registers, the
it ki ey prosode covers arelatively snall nember of seitlers: fore bears
amd the wealthier representiones o later generarons Also. the imdonnagon
T saeh serupces depacts peesons s mdepeident wds wbuals, Dhere aie re-
lerenes 1 spatises adtd somwlimes to chabdeen, hat passisely aod the peaple are
ULRLTY upeiymous. 10 cenain extent, missing fansly information is ohtan-
dhle hom Hed Breer Census Returns which have sunoned,

Hepmming in IR vhe lndson's Bay Compaoy connted thie houscholds at 1he
cobiny adong wih anomsemony of the setlers” magor possessions wnd des elup-
mctls I i parssible that tie censas win condiewed onoan sinual bases, e
Apat drem R thromgh FES6 {~sendimg one copy 1o Londan and FeliElning
anathier copy o the soleny L Sarprisingdy few of these valuable documents e
suryeeds b or some exeepueni] seurs, beth copios are available, For athers.
there are nodie. [l vears which ave covered by a ks one COpy o tHE complely
census e TR 37 00 020 CHE XL CRY AR NS I8 40,33 36, 47, and 1E4G

T bhe [ ocnads s, abaliguea] o ety Hetaen® 3 b dwcuine i s ol mrapty vl
Sedd Ko Senircenem Do i FLan by W hawn Kemgr dHBE . FANMCEF & e Gither vepraare
available i e Blndbwy™s Wy COomipam Ay lees FO5 100, Palile Srebieoes of Slotbitedas S6e-
SOBY e arwn the Publn A ncBeves o0 U with e Cetiews ol e Prosina s w g B s i o
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FBetarenng donuime iwmbel 335 showe tin e Wapuse Lepowe, s nrecoae v
el v i aemiby o e Pontbe Jout s thieee Faugliters. B woide
At el S Do diughie s werg goden 1hy ary o laltyen, ] war ol Tys s
woreeast e i srebiibly an advantags 1 ok g alted e FTR AL
ehdevestoe e ated 1w aaents e aeres undes onlis it en

Phe Cvmas Retwrn Bor | epiae. thaetore, et abes o complete view o
Phe ez s U Tacaicl o Pzl Humight be ceen b | Pt peanein Regaoe:
SOl connts aloope Repsemablu, vsviel the serive o € opist- Retuas
PRI~ anabar TN A the Loands tilomnmztion o L rcRab e rabher than atancn-
vt lovell spaiases and clnllren wie el boo el el 1 e 1l
tatiied perseatn s the ke beand of housebolE, Fle B o the ol putscn s o age
ol Spauses I e mens el s Mgl parents, Fuithersmoe,
matudel Chiddrem g bt Gt ished fresm wlopted dependenis |l o sy
s hevause ol s sgest thalan vhe coent o the sdeanliola tennale head
i howseholl chilibien el the ape of pubity custonnly feft the homne of
thure natnal father v e sy By mnternil aunts o gt pirents.” Phe € e
Hetud i sere et paticulanly belptul motracore te ratern aH e adopiem

The Cemspn Heturmns wey alses yrile wseloss fan tetenmming v Ea |
oatier arce e Ll apgregitos are listod alphabeiwally telignoaus bt
AT dabler thien By oponasde o the order of Thei acvupaney ol theriver lois e
b taginat loe tepentang the coamonera pon cilledd Tur e bong B Lebweled
Protestant selt e ment”. unather bengths Dt cadled "Catholic Senlement_md 1w
Ml stialler awppendives libseled Cirmow n' s T Meson. Sinee 1hese
SUBCZO S BT ] Coegatensie watl U6 T s how ndur wa thery oonowin of
ko w i her weimi areim were syt wally etored
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Fhe vodree tecordimge man s, hupns o aad buriabs o Brsh Registers help e
Identiy asemunous sposes aad chaldeen Inall, Werete thareen such repstors,
dadting o wanaous heganmimgs roan the 530 1o the Reds. Unly rtheee S0
Jidi'ss st vndiew s anel 1t of St Framcoes Naviert date fiom Ui perists al
carly setivincm

Wt prodslean o en reped e I pirls abbol The Proegsgaom Prius r>hies,
Cicers mawn tended to e Fmiely eveens s mudestones ook e of ind T{FTHYES
Pl Banelentrs vonsually o enery tha | e devedent™s mimie_age andeitd) el
date al e m H:liﬂl'\r'lh ST, wepe Teginrched wetly PRETLALTS PN,
HAT e peveils sl s mme st the e L B Soclasparse sepuoe iy

L T T L T H RN TIRN R N FTT O (TP (L 1 P PR S [APOR l.|i‘~.|r'|"'.'.|.1 R N
HR N L e A I T T
- lroe oa B L T P R TR RTTICY PR | Fooegein a1l [T
-
[N T T LA PEN-1 RV N | S P
] B laiae e, Mos DN LN L ] DT T R T, I Hywaner o "-1.||_'..1F| woran Mg Joe =10,

L] L N A R T R VAT AR e gt ] e ol T 4B
EOELHLIRY LR Y B Y 1 IR chat " oy H-\.'-,':-I-,':\ [EF T TH L Y PR ¥ N TR o Alarimeby -
Y LRSS LT ITON R PN TTE B DR e L T O L L S Y TR [T T O B TP

R N LR A T R R T IxZ5tunl we g DaSlopigga sy Loloamyont's Jael
LU | FO R T LALA T AT YR e B3 ~ergin g g ST ST RTI I"».|1|'|--|.1_|"-1I-|I|I.:| -1

Poameons e s e s, LRI EL D g Tl DAL T3 gty S erbare
57 wid




PEIv BRIV R S FTIEMES] %%

puses where Hnkioge prablens But m the Catholw panishos o by event s
recorded in g GBnddy comean, Fod the pansh ol 50 1 raocoss daeer, bor aistanoy,
the register repaarts thal om 26 Sovember ISP Fean Bapdeaoe Mabiperoe dson ol
Joean Hapdite Malateree amd Aneelgoe Adaon mwarried Theress Counee
tlanghiler ol Jean Baprsie Courtas aod Aaeeluque Paollel Later, vl the
Rapiise o eavh child, the procsn sould vecoed U soa's or daugehter™s minme and
whar L Tulf s o each parent, W Aea D hedese dacd o 7car s Beddno s 1407 the
prcstrevorded thi vhe Tuneod on 15 Fobraary s Lo Eherese Ot wite ol
Jean Baptiste Mabaterre™ Gnhiee 1l sanall cluomge i ahe spelling o ber oeden
nmamek Feoaer vewrs Loers Jean Bapieste reanarried, amds thee mvaagee i
whernidied ehe bride w the usal manoer, bt sanee Ure graom ik Bnils s
ol husbad more cevemily Dy s, Jean Baptede was cheatibssd il 1hw 1o ol e
sevend maroige s e aodoser o Lherese Comtens” Tnothe nesd veds, o
ot atter the Birth ob he o ekl b il secsmd marrige, Salaterse i sell
apipoeided oo degedent, Bt siace e sooas one ol the Lablien i Lhe wor sl waan witl
the Swwas in RS, s bunal revenerd a marts s embelbshment, For 13 Juby, tw
pricst recorded that dean Biptiste Malaterre il been "mvassiered B Sy sean
the Uhevenne Hiver oo e and teetl sevetecds scielp Dlted s shudl simashel i
bl holes, £7 acrows and 3 knite wouads ©

Parish Iitg:ixh:r:\ such s thin of S Frmems Sus e (we |1J'mm1_:r.'1pl|p s B
Uinkage problems. Family reconstioiien s simiply i sk ol recondimge atl coenis
and sarling by howschald, iSug S0 Francos Nasier, oo ol Dhe b gest pauabies,
wans atill less thien one lonrth ol the papulinion of the Red River Settle ment v ere
all. Also, alier surmanting seine of the linkage dodficuiies posed by thie reenrds
al the Pracestant pilrl:\h:.‘s, hentsbintooe ok B LIEIEEXL aed whdd o o e ee-
gislers sHIE beaves the guestion of geograpdical Tocalion uraassaeiod

GEOGRAPHIOUAT LOCALLM

b LX35, the Huodson's B Company emploved Geoige Tashoe he resaaves old
Eets ad extend the Tonnts ol vacant sorvesed Basd morodeand ot hsilong e Ked
River, sod westwand along the Assinibunne, Fhe limms ol these new b ninihered
Bt fedl between parislies o 7 oo the wesds T4 o 18 to the aouel, o 33200 24
al the nerthern linat fsee tiapl A4 the same Hme that the swroes provegded,
Tavlon prepured memoramdi wihich sefteceedd gostmg accapaney | e coanpans
them eonercdd these fieldrotes inte weconnt buarhs indecating swhetben the oucu s
biad coveived woprioe gram rom Land Selbark, amd bos mogh Lood bad been
pranted grateimausiy ar for e pasabile to e Hludsom's s Conepans { here
afe approximatels 300 entnes nahe Meovoerands Jeapociag Granie o [and -
Sace the fwe voliies are arcngesd abphaheticatl by grantce, oo relatngh
ample ta cercelate the nates ol pedsons ated 1 the Uvtesus Regan 1o 1845,
There are tew mosmnal deplivates aid the aitbogiapde wl munies s dhe ain e
hoth records,

Fiicimge ghe slnlting panrera ol Eind osooershp romn B o EIS70 0 mach
mare ditienlt problens Somceme bepaeen TRAS amd TS0 e compans cepued
e alplibelacal memorsods i regster nrgameed by lodnumsber | he watngile
onLthe oo pape shio s somme tepeal catewes | ke the mceronnmda, T ansd Begisez
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‘B’ indicated wheiher the grant was lrom Lord Selkirk or the company and
whether it was gralitous or payable, Space was zlso provided to record
successive owners, In this respect, Land Repister "B reserabled 2n A bstract Rook
for a Land Titkes Office more than a copy al the memoranda books by lot
number,

Using Land Repister 'B* as an Ahstract Book pozes two problems, however,
The first is a2 matter of validity. 1t was company pelicy for clerks to maintain
duplicale copies of all records. The copy available to the general public today in
the Hudson's Bay Company Archives appears Lo have been the duplicate recard,
periodicaily updated. Unfortunately, the entries in this copy are suspiciously
Sparse, suggesting that maintenance of the duplicate record did ol receive
particularly high priority.® Ancther copy {one which was delivered 1o the
Winnipeg Land Titles Office in 1871) has more complete catries, During the
resistance ef 1869-70, however, his copy of the Land Register disappeared and

Fll.klaimk A

Land Regiveer ' 8. {Public Archives of Canada)

did not reappear until the spring of 1871, I was suggested that freudulent entrics
had been made in the interim. Governar Archibald was convinced that these al-
legations were false, ordered the wayward version copied, ard sent this now
duphicate 1o Ottawa,'! This was the copy which the bureaucracy used in its ad-
ministration of Maniloba parish land in the 15705, and the version which is
reproduced here,!?

The other problem is linking (he several difierent kinds of cntries it the Land
Register to 1he demographic material on households, One kind ofentryis a grant
from the company alter 1835, A second Lype is a transfer by inheritance to a
family relation, and, the Jast is a Eilt or sale of the land to a friend or stranger.
Assuming ideal information on Red River family histary, the second 1ype of

10 HBC, PAM, Lam} Register 'B, E6)2.

Il The perambulations of the Land Register were deseribed in derzilin & langdispaich (rom Gover-
nor Architald 1o Joseph Howe, % April 1871 (Pudlic Archives of Canada, RG 15, Vol 229),

12 Awvaitable from the Public Archives of Canada on aperiure cards, book number |ES,
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entries is relatively easy to match with households: an 1835 occupant dies and
leaves his lot to identiiable heirs. Bul Lthe other types of transaciions are moe
dilficell to bink 1o households because of the increasing number of nominal
duplicates.

Thus, the inlricale nerwark of ewnecrship documented by Lznd Register ‘B’ is
probably impossible 10 unravel completely. For Lhe year 1870, however, one may
reconstruct the pattern of landholding with fair certainly and considerable
simplicity. The reason is that the governmenl of Canada enummerated the
pepuiation of Manitoba lor two purposes: first, 1o identify the residents of (he
prevince 2t the time of the transfer; and, secondly, 1o list these persons by parish
i ihe order of their appearance on riverlots thus establishing a list of house-
holders lor the first elections in the province. '}

The sample portion of the 1870 consus shows the lormat of Lhe reporting which
was used. Each entry enrols an individual as a person with a unique case number
within a particular parish, There is other vital information (such as age, and
father's name, and marital status) and these dala enable one to draw boundaries
between nuclear families within the series of cases for a whole parish (observe the
relations between case numbers 953 to 996 or 999 o 10032), Havingidentified the
boundaries between one set of relalives and another such family, houschald

I3 The reasans for the 1870 census are found in 1o dispatches (rom Governor Archibald Lo Jose ph
Howe, one dated 27 December 1570 and the ather & Apnl 1371 {Public Archives of Capada, RO
15, ¥ol. 229} The Censug jts2)l is available wilh the Red River Censoy materials, on mierolilm
fram the Public Archives ef Canada, reel number C-2170, r
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